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The Company was formed shortly after the
second World War in 1947 by Charles Bil lett
in Camberwell, South London, and was origi-
nally named Audix BB Ltd. After a short time
Audix expanded and needed a much larger
manufacturing site. lt was this need to expand
that prompted the move to Stansted in Essex.

The Company's main focus in the early stages
was on  manufac tured  equ ipment  w i th  the
emphasis on educat ion and schools.  One of
the i r  p r inc ipa l  c l ien ts  a t  th is  t ime was the
G.L.C. (Greater London Council).

However in the early 1970's Charles Billett was
joined in the Company by his son, John, and
Audix started their very successful move into
B r o a d c a s t i n g .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  b o o m  i n
Independent Local Radio was in its infancy and
Audix soon became a dominant player in the
design and supply of complete studio packages.

V The faaory at Sansted during the early yean of expansion.

Charles and John
Billett receiving an

award for export
achievement.

This led Audix into a major role with the BBC
in terms of both local and main network radio
systems. Audix soon establ ished a pr inciple
that was to serve the Company wel l  in the
years to come - flexibility of system build. The
Broadcasting side of the business became well
known for supply ing everything -  even the
"On Air" l ight over the studio door!

As the Company's name became increasingly
synonymous with good technological develop-
m e n t  a n d  s o l i d  c u s t o m e r  s u P P o r t  i n  t h e
UK -  so  th is  led  to  p res t ig ious  cont rac ts
overseas and awards for expoft achievement.
This naturally snow-balled into those market
areas where customers were most in need of
turn-key packages with a high level of technical
support such as the front line African states,
Middle and Far East.

A The Audix headquarten in the 1980\.
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The pub l ic  address  and
broadcasting sides of the
Company grew as two
distinct parts of a thriving
b u s i n e s s .  B y  t h e  m i d
1 9 7 0 ' s  t h i s  w a s  t o
change. Audix had also
d e v e l o p e d  a s  a  m a j o r
supplier to OEM organi-
s a t i o n s  s u c h  a s
Redifusion, Marconi and
P l e s s e y ,  a n d  m a n y  o f
t h e s e  s u p p l i e r s  u s e d
Audix products on their
large prestigious installa-
tions, such as the newly ,ll An early 3Owatt tnnsistorised amplifier made at the Stansted work.

ln later years, this solid
f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a i r p o r t
e x p e r t i s e  a n d  s e r v i c e
was to earn Audix sever-
al major overseas airport
projects, including Macau,
S t  L u c i a ,  A b u  D h a b i ,
as wel l  as key involve-
m e n t  i n  t h e  U K ' s
independent airports such
a s  B i r m i n g h a m  a n d
Manchester.

ers at Heathrow's Terminal 3.

Audix\ airport breakthrough in

the 1970's. Each 'golf  bal l '

contained a number of angled

column loudspeaken and were a

major feature of Terminal 3 for

over twenry years. The over-

hanging galleries were finally

part i t ioned off for security

reason in $e eady 1990t. Ihit

reduced the acoustic space

enabling high definition Audix

ceiling loudspeaken to be used.

The early success in airports led to the
recruitment of project engineers and
des igners  to  supp lement  the  sk i l led
production workforce, many of whom
have remained loyal to the Company
to the present day. Personnel were
no longer designated purely to man-
ufacturing or product development,
but to the key area of  turn-key
system build.

As the Company grew so too did
their development of a substantial
export  business. In 1982 Audix
achieved the Export Award.

Major  p ro jec ts  a t  th is  t ime
included Oman broadcasting, a
contract valued at t2.2 million
in  1985 and lndones ia  S ta te
broadcasting in 1988 valued in
excess of {6 million.

c r e a t e d N a t i o n a l
E x h i b i t i o n  C e n t r e  i n
Birmingham.

Audix moved into direct participation on major
public address installations during the mid nine-
teen seventies with the recruitment of several
key systems engineers.  In 1975 the Company
acquired their first direct project to supply public
a d d r e s s  e q u i p m e n t  a t  L o n d o n  H e a t h r o w
Airporc's Terminal 3. As a result of this success-
ful installation Audix secured further contracts
to supply upgrades to Terminal I and Terminal 2,
Gatwick Airport and later the new Terminal 4.
Within a very short space of time, Audix enjoyed
a l m o s t  t o t a l  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  B r i t i s h  A i r p o r t
Authority Airports such as Glasgow, Edinburgh
and Prestwick as well as Heathrow, Gatwick and
Stansted.

Audix amplifier brochure extolling the
virtues of good sound performance and
resilient construction.
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l?nmf eN Aadfr -
An f i n l r y f i n

T a n n o y ,  f o u n d e d  i n  1 9 2 6 ,  h a d  a  l o n g  a n d
c e l e b r a t e d  h i s t o r y  a n d  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
Tannoy 's  acous t ic  exper t i se  and the  Aud ix
engineering know-how soon proved a formida-
ble combination. Guy Fountain, the founder of
Tannoy had opened a  fac to ry  in  Norwood,
London, manufacturing loudspeaker systems and
t a n t a l u m  a l l o y  r e c t i f i e r s  f r o m  w h e r e  t h e
"Tannoy" name derives.

During the Second World War the opportuni-
ties for expansion increased enormously and the
Ministry of Defence installed Tannoy loudspeak-
ers at countless RAF bases both in the UK and
around the world and when Tannoy insisted that
their products displayed the company logo, the
MOD agreed.

Soon after the war, the
Bri t ish Hol iday Camp
market blossomed as
B i l l y  B u t l i n  o r d e r e d
T a n n o y  l o u d s p e a k e r
systems in all his new
camps.  Pathe  News
carried pictures of the
rebu i ld ing  o f  bombed
bases contrasting with
t h e  s i g h t  o f  " h a p p y

campers" - and clearly
visible on all the loud-
speaker horns was the
n a m e  T a n n o y .  T h i s
ensured tha t  Tannoy
b e c a m e  t h e  g e n e r i c
name for loudspeaker
systems worldwide.

A An innovative use of loudspeaken developed by Tannoy, now part of the TGI
group and a sister company with Audix.

A Audix product equipment nnge from the 1980!.

A n o t h e r  t e n u r e  o f  t h e
A u d i x  s u c c e s s  s t o r y  i s
t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o f
essent ia l  core-produc ts
on which system reliabil i-
ty depends.

T h e  1 9 8 0 ' s  s a w  A u d i x
Communications go from
strength to strength both
i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d
p r o d u c t  s u p p o r t .  T h e
technical  expert ise and
d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a f f
secured greater and more
prestigious projects. The
ability of Audix engineers

::;1ffiHn'JJ'il:::^
b e c a m e  l e g e n d a r y  a n d
ensured continuous busi-
ness development.

Audix exhibit ion stand
early 1960!.

during the

By 1989 Audix had acquired a long str ing of
world-scale contracts such as the prestigious
lnternational Convention Centre in Birmingham
and the complete radio networks in Indonesia.

In 1989 Audix Communications became parc of
the TGI Group which emerged from the man-
agement buy-out at Goodmans and Tannoy and
grew quickly into a powerful specialist audio plc.
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Although for many years an evenly balanced

bus iness  w i th  equa l  con t r ibu t ions  f rom both

public address and broadcasting, the advent of

TGI placed a natural emphasis on the former,

where much of the group's strengths could be

brought to bear. The broadcasting side of Audix

itself became the subject of a management buy-

out and continues on the same site under the

Audix Broadcasting banner and is a successful

and growing company in its own right.

Did you know ?
The BB in Audix BB stood for British Binoculors-fhis was
becouse ot this time new clmplnir.s hod to use existing

c1mplny nqmes.

l'linistry of Defence headquarten at Bristol. One of the latest in a long line of major Audix
projects, linking eleven buildings over complex audio and data cable networks and
providing comprehensive voice alarm and public address communication in all areu.

Today Audix has a very clear focus on Customer

Service, with its day-to-day support of the most

enviable installed base in the UK. Software based

products have replaced much of the hard-wired

so lu t ions .  Thermion ic  va lves  have come and

gone. Transistors superceeded by integrated cir-

cui ts and cable looms bui l t  up on nai l -boards

confined to history. But the well-laid principle of

ingenuity and manufacturing excellence ensures

that Audix wil l remain in the top fl ight of UK

audio companies for many years to come.

The revolutionary Vector V32 lystem switching matrix with its
unique software control, intuitive re-configuntion suite and com-
pliance with rigid intemational voice and lire alarm standards

Audix's prestigious

Stansted Airport

project with i ts

acoustical ly chal-

lenging main con-

course served by

Tannoy column loud-

speakers - the first

combined publ ic

address and voice

alarm installation at

any U|( airporr

 '
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Mosfet (4 x 60watt ) power amplien - the cunent technology
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Audlr ls a marlrct loedor In 0ound and
Scmmunlcat lcroo Iho Custcmor
0orvlco toam holps tc HooD tho Ucrld
roncunod lntornatlcnal Ccnvontlcn
Contro tunod lc porlGct lcn ul th
rGiuler goru|co ild mdntonenco Ylolto.

A  l o o k  a t  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  b e h i n d  t h e  d e s i g n  a n d
installation of the complex sound systems at the ICCB is
rewarded with a unique insight into a most remarkable
British company as it celebrates its fiftieth anniversary.

A ff', International Convention Centre viewed
from Centenary Square.

Audix cmmissioning Engineen. L-R Steve l{urse, Peter Hansen,

Paul Cloughly, Rob Swain, Shane Gilder, Stewart Ano.

A L-R Phil [olpitts, Terry Gould, Doug l{oble, Andrea Pointer,

Steplnnie tnnce and Ghn }|anir

The f2.5M turnkey contract for
s o u n d  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a t
ICCB was awarded to Audix in
the face of intense competition.

The f inal  handover and training
programmes were  rea l i sed  by
t h e  A u d i x  C o m m i s s i o n i n g
Eng ineers ,  many o f  whom had
worked hard and long to make
final connections on site.

V

Arguably Europe's most acoustically advanced Concert Hall in the
heart of the ICCB.

A
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A ICCB under construction alongside the l{lA5 in the heart of Birmingham.

In  s ize,  the ICCB equates to e leven
major projects all rolled into one.

Hall One: Large tlreatre for 1,5fi) delegates.
HdlTwo: Syrnphony Hall, sadng 2,000 people.

Hdl Three: Larye multipurpose odribition space.
Hdl Four: Multipurpose halland sage.
Hdl Five: Audltorium fur 250 deleg'ates.
HallSbc DMslble hallbr meetjns utd presenadons.

Hdl Seven: DMsible hallbr presentations purposes.

Hall EW Largp hallwith drrce control points.
Hdl Ninq Full function facility br hospitrlity events.
HdlTen: DMslble confrrence and break-out suite.
Hall Eleven: DMsible space wlth aro control rooms.
Central Atrlum. Main mall and circulation aneas.

! Asembly safl at work L-R Trevor Dower, Bridgc Payton, Paula Hall, Joan Virtue Gavin Williamson,
I'lary Fountain, Barban Barnes.

The building programme was professionally
managed by Douglas-Turner, a consortium
of two companies bringing a combination of
skills to the highest profile construction pro-
ject in the industry.

Deadlines were short and the need for close
control on all main contractors' activities a
major factor in the successful completion on
t ime.

- Administration, procurement and linancial staff. L-R Laura Stone,
Y Patrica Ranson, John Clark, Peter }lusk, Angela Dower.

T h e  I C C B  S o u n d  a n d  C o n f e r e n c e
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  p a c k a g e  i n v o l v e d
Audix in the building and wiring of over
forty equipment racks and the manufac-
ture of large quantit ies of attendant
amplifiers and control equipment.

Also the procurement and installation
of sound mixing desks, conference and
simultaneous interpretat ion systems,
CCTV equipment, Theatre comms and
Prosound.

All systems were designed to work in
sympathy with an overall requirement
for safe and rapid evacuation from any
area in a critical emergency.



I

A This cut-away illustntion clearly shows the many facilities and
options available- all under one roof.

The engineering team. L-R Jeremy Bus, lan Twemlow, Antony Williams, lan Penson, John
l'larchant, l,|ike Stapleton.

In the workshop, L-R
l'tike Larthwell, John
Brett,  Alan Wil l is,
David Lee, Richard
Rolfe.

ICCB features 250 paging zones, fully inte-
grated with the f i re detect ion systems
over eleven evacuation zones.

A data highway with local area networks is
used to ensure overall f lexibil i ty in use.

Eleven 32 way matr ices serve the wide
variety of loudspeakers at every potential
l istening point, both staff and public.

Wi th  the  absence o f  f i re  sounders ,  the
loudspeakers have a vital dual role and are
monitored continuously in strict compliance
to international standards.

The Audix installation
at the NIAS

The ad jacent  Nat iona l  Indoor  Arena fo r
Spor t  (NIAS)  and seven new ha l l s  a t  the
National Exhibit ion Centre, operating under
the same management, were also equipped by
Audix Communications.

The NIAS featured a single central cluster of
loudspeakers covering all seated areas with
top quality sound. Audix were subsequently
commissioned to supply the Indoor Arena in
Manchester (Nynex).

A

A Comprehensive Workshop manuah were pro-
duced by Audix engineering staff in accordance with
strict specification requirements and with a particular
emphasis on after sales support and opentor tnining.
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T h e  I C C B .  N I A S  a n d  N E C  c o n t r a c t s
demanded professional project manage-
ment. The Client rightly expected to be
fully versed in progress both on site and
at the factory at  a l l  points dur ing the
extensive, yet fast track contract period.

Establ ished report ing procedures were
a d h e r e d  t o  t h r o u g h - o u t ,  a n d  i n s t a n t
communications with all parties, both in
formal and informal settings, made a vital
contribution to the overall success.

publicity. Long before then, the sales team had been working
with the American Consultants, Artec. Advising on matters
re la ted  to  the  techn ica l  spec i f i ca t ions  inc lud ing  European
wiring practice, British Standards relating specifically to fire and
emergency voice alarm, discussing various operational options
using the latest technology available, providing budgetary guide-
l ines and l ia is ing over technical  submissions.

L-R. Gordon lteel, Charles Turner., Eilan Butcher, Gordon fiddy,
Christine Robinson, Dennis Salter, Marion Ovenon.

The National Exhibition (entre, opented by joint man-
agement with the ICCB and t{lAl, and conaining Audix
systems in seven new halh.

N a m e s  a n d  f a c e s  c h a n g e  i n  t i m e ,  b u t
throughout their  long history Audix has
c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  a  l e v e l  o f
c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  e x c e l l e n c e
second to none. The unique blend of skil ls
tha t  la id  such good foundat ions ,  app ly
t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  e q u a l  v i g o u r  t o  t h e
projects of the future.

 ,

Part of the Audix sales team. L-R. Alan Bond,
Danen |(itchener, John Strong Debbi Cnwte,
Karl Green, James Bowes.

A small selection of pres cutting at the award of contnc[

T h e  I C C B  c o n t r a c t
was awarded to Audix amidst a blaze of


